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Please silence all cell phones. 
AGENDA 

 
1. Public Comments   

2. Call to Order   

3. Announce Members in Attendance   

4. Approval of Minutes   

  A. July 8, 2025 
5. City Council Action Required   

  A. Ordinance accepting Rochford property 
6. Committee Action Required   

7. New Business   

8. Old Business   

9. Department Reports   

  A. Council Report 
  B. Operations Update 
  C. Projects Update 
  D. Recreation Update 
10. Adjournment   

 



 
City of Clarksville 

Parks & Recreation Committee 
 

 

 
July 8, 2025 at 4:30 PM 

City Hall 
4th Floor Conference Room 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Public Comments   
 
  None 
2. Call to Order   
 
  The Parks and Recreation Committee meeting was called to order by Councilman 

Zacharias at 4:30 p.m. on July 8, 2025. 
3. Announce Members in Attendance   
 
  Councilman Brian Zacharias  

Councilman Tim Chandler 
Councilman Ambar Marquis 
Councilman Joe Shakeenab  
 
Councilman Wanda Smith was absent. 

4. Approval of Minutes   
 
  

 

  A. May 13, 2025  
    

 

  B. June 10, 2025  
    Councilman Shakeenab made a motion to adopt the minutes as presented. 

Councilman Marquis seconded the motion. A voice vote was taken, and the 
motion to adopt the minutes passed without objection. 

5. City Council Action   
 
  None 
6. Committee Action   
 
  None 
7. New Business   
 
  None 
8. Old Business   
 
  None 



9. Department Reports   
 
  

 

  A. Council Report  
    Karla Ellis presented the August Council Report to the Committee and provided 

updates on upcoming events at Fort Defiance, including the Victorian Tea Party 
and Sevier Day. She also shared that the Downtown Market will continue 
through October, and the second annual Clarksville Half Marathon is scheduled 
for November. 
 
Karla noted that the regular pool season will end on August 3 with the closure of 
Beachaven Pool. However, an extended season will continue through 
September 1 at New Providence and Swan Lake Pools, which will remain open 
on weekends. 
 
Councilman Chandler inquired whether Fort Defiance includes information on 
the Battle of Riggins Hill, and he provided historical context regarding its 
significance. 

  B. Operations Update  
    Charles Bentley, the Department’s Maintenance Manager, provided updates on 

several ongoing projects. These included improvements to the entrance of 
Liberty Park's Bark Park, renovations at Burchett Park, the addition of pickleball 
courts at Swan Lake Park, and irrigation work at Heritage Park. 

  C. Projects Update  
    Included in Operations Update. 
  D. Recreation Update  
    Karla Ellis outlined several upcoming events, including the Mayor's Summer 

Night Lights, Movies in the Park, Dive-In Movie, Wonderkids Triathlon, Farm to 
Table Dinner, Junior Historian Camp, and the Junior Drone Pilots program. 
 
Councilman Zacharias distributed a copy of Resolution 29-2010-11, adopted by 
a previous Council, and initiated a discussion on Council privileges, specifically 
the use of city facilities at no charge. He expressed concern about the ethical 
implications of the policy, suggesting it should be discontinued. While he 
acknowledged that the privilege is not frequently used, he emphasized that it is 
problematic because its beneficiaries are the ones who originally voted for it. 
 
The historical context and potential impacts of the policy were discussed. 
Councilman Zacharias stated his intent to bring the issue before the full City 
Council and indicated he would be requesting an opinion from the Legal 
Department. 

10. Adjournment   
 
  Councilman Shakeenab made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Chandler 

seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 4:48 p.m. 
 























 

​ COUNCIL REPORT​
​ SEPT 2025 
 
 
 

 

 

●​ Step back in time at Fort Defiance during the annual Sevier Day on September 
13 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. This free event brings Clarksville’s 18th-century history 
to life with engaging demonstrations from Native American and frontier 
reenactors. Registration is not required, just bring your curiosity and enjoy a day 
of history. 

●​ Magic in the Park returns on September 27th! Step into a world of wonder at 
Liberty Park from 2-8 pm. This spellbinding event features artisan vendors, 
crafts, whimsical treats, and magical classes fit for curious minds of all ages.   

●​ Join author and historian Ralcon Wagner, lifelong railroad enthusiast and 
Tennessee Central expert, for The Last Train to Clarksville at the L&N Train 
Station on Sept. 20 at 1 p.m. Hear the fascinating history of the trains that 
helped shape Clarksville, and pick up a copy of his book, Tennessee Central 
Railway – The First 50 Years, featuring rare photos of the Clarksville line. 

●​ We are hiring! The following positions are currently open: 
○​ Athletic Facility Manager 
○​ Grounds and Facilities Maintenance Assistant 
○​ Parks and Recreation Instructor 

 
 

 

For more information and a complete list of programs, classes, and ongoing activities, visit 
ClarksvilleParksRec.com. 
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